August 15, 2011

Public Safety Committee Report
Reporting Period: July 15, 2011 through August 11, 2011

CONTACTS

Between July 15,2011 and August 11, 2011 the Office was contacted 34 times.

Since January 1, 2011, there have been 279 contacts received by the Office of Police Ombudsman.

COMPLAINTS

Between July 15, 2011 and August 11, 2011 8 complaints were received.

1.

Tuesday, July 19, 2011: An Inadequate Response and Perjury complaint was received by the
Office of Police Ombudsman. The Complainant advised that they were involved in an auto
pedestrian accident. The Complainant advised the police failed adequately investigate the
accident and an Officer falsely testified in court regarding the investigation (OPO 11-35).

Thursday, July 21, 2011: A Harassment complaint was received by the Office of Police
Ombudsman via the Ombudsman email account. The Complainant advised that an Officer is
harassing them by trying to serve them with a Court Order at their place of employment (OPO
11-36).

Monday, July 25, 2011: An Inadequate Response complaint was received by the Office of
Police Ombudsman by phone. The Complainant advised that the police department failed to
respond to their complaint of suspicious activity occurring in their neighborhood (OPO #
pending).

Wednesday, July 27, 2011: An Inadequate Response complaint was received by the Police
Ombudsman at the Northeast Community Center. The Complainant advised that they reported a
possible drug deal occurring to Crime Check but no one responded. The Complainant advised
that they attempted to contact the Neighborhood Resource Officer but the Officer refused to
return their calls. The Complainant advised that the police department refused to investigate a
$10,000.00 theft from their property even though they provided the suspects identity to the police
department (OPO 11-39).

Friday, July 29, 2011: An Inadequate Response complaint was received by the Office of Police
Ombudsman. The Complainant advised that the police department failed to adequately
investigate a domestic violence incident (OPO 11-37%).



6. Friday, July 29, 2010: An Inadequate Response complaint was received by the Office of Police

Ombudsman. The Complainant advised that the police department failed to adequately
investigate a juvenile sexual assault case (OPO 11-38%).

*OPO 11-37 and OPO 11-38 were filed by one complainant

Saturday, July 30, 2010: A Demeanor complaint was received by the Office of Police
Ombudsman. The Complainant advised that after they reported their car stolen they were
arrested for a warrant. They advised that their arrest was video taped by someone with the
Officer. They advised that when they asked who the person was they were told by the Officer,
“Don’t worry about it.” The Complainant advised that the registered owner was not contacted
when the stolen car was located and as a result had to pay a $460.00 tow and storage fees (OPO
11-40).

Monday, August 1, 2011: An Excessive Force complaint was received by the Office of Police
Ombudsman. The Complainant advised that they were involved in a fight and arrested. The
Complainant advised an Officer struck them in the back of their head with a hard object during
the arrest process (OPO 11-41).

Between July 15, 2011 and August 11, 2011 1 complaint was referred.

1.

Friday, July 29, 2011: A complaint was received by the Office of Police Ombudsman involving
the Spokane Valley Police Department. The complaint was forwarded to the Spokane County
Sheriff’s Office at the request of the complainant.

INVESTIGATIONS CERTIFIED

Between July 15, 2011 and August 11, 2011 4 investigations were certified as timely, thorough and
objective:

1.

Thursday, July 21, 2011: A Demeanor complaint was received by the Office of Police
Ombudsman on June 3, 2011. The Complainant alleged that an Officer was discourteous and
used profanity while issuing the Complainant a traffic citation. The Ombudsman confirms that
the investigation was completed through a timely, thorough and objective process (OPO # 11-
29).

Friday, July 22, 2011: A Demeanor and Negligent Driving complaint was received by the
Office of Police Ombudsman on May 23, 2011. The Complainant advised that an Officer
stopped abruptly in front of them and then told the Complainant they were following to close and
to “back off”. The Ombudsman confirms that the investigation was completed through a timely,
thorough and objective process (OPO 11-27).

Monday, August 1, 2011: An Excessive Force complaint was received by a Patrol Sergeant on
May 8, 2011. The investigation was assigned to the Internal Affairs Unit for investigation. The
Complainant was involved in a disturbance call with their significant other. The Complainant
alleged that an Officer slammed them to the ground and they were hit in the head with the
Officer’s elbow. The Complainant advised that the Officer kneed them in the back four times.
The Ombudsman confirms that the investigation was completed through a timely, thorough and
objective process.



4.

Tuesday, August 9, 2011: An Unlawful Entry, Inappropriate Use of Confidential Funds, and
Untruthfulness internally generated complaint was received by the Internal Affairs Unit on June
6, 2011. The complaint alleges that an Officer used a ruse to unlawfully enter properties and
inappropriately used confidential funds to pay a confidential informant for information received.
The Ombudsman confirms that the investigation was completed through a timely, thorough and
objective process.

DECLINED CERTIFICATIONS

There were no declined certifications during the reporting period.

INTERVIEWS

Internal Affairs, Officer Interviews: 14
Internal Affairs Complainant Interviews: (
Internal Affairs, Witness Interviews: 2

Office of Police Ombudsman Complainant Interviews: 8
Office of Police Ombudsman Witness Interviews: (

Closing (Complaint Closure) Interviews: (

OTHER DUTIES

Critical Incident Responses: No Critical Incidents were reported/ responded to during the reporting

period.

Cases Resolved Through Mediation: No complaints were resolved through the mediation process
during the reporting period.

Recommendations: No recommendations were made during the reporting period

NEXT STEPS

Recruitment of second student intern.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Monday, August 8, 2011: Spokane City Council Meeting (6p-730p)

Sunday, August 7, 2011: Hillyard Festival, information booth (11a-6p)

Saturday, August 6, 2011: Hillyard Festival, information booth (10a-830p)

Friday, August 5, 2011: Hillyard Festival, information booth (1030a-8p)

Friday, August 5, 2011: Community Assembly Meeting (4p-6p)

Wednesday, August 3, 2011: Browne’s Addition Neighborhood Council Meeting (630-8p)
Monday, August 1, 2011: Spokane City Council Meeting (6p-730p)

Saturday, July 30, 2011: “Ombudsman in the Park,” Riverfront Park (1p-3p)
Monday, July 25, 2011: Spokane City Council Meeting (6p-730p)

Saturday, July 23, 2011: “Ombudsman in the Park,” Riverfront Park (1p-330p)
Wednesday, July 20, 201 1: Hillyard Neighborhood Council Meeting (630p-815p)
Tuesday, July 19, 2011: East Central Neighborhood Council Meeting (645p-815p)





















